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DSNWK helps 


Mike Courson 
Features Editor 

In 1966, a small group of peo- 
ple led by Dr. Jack King began 
planning on a sheltered workshop 
program for the disabled in north- 
west Kansas. 

The group became the Devel- 
opmental Services of Northwest 
Kansas, Inc. (DSNWK) and began 
serving just a handful of disabled 
individuals from the old barracks 
at Fort Hays State University. 

Forty years later, DSNWK has 
expanded exponentially, with 500 
employees now serving about 500 
disabled individuals throughout 
18 counties in northwest Kansas. 

DSNWK offers several services 
to disabled individuals and the 
communities in northwest Kan- 
sas. 


The College for Living program 
allows individuals to learn in a 
university-like setting. 

“We have semesters, and indi- 
viduals have a variety of classes 
from which they can choose,” 
said Steve Keil, Director of De- 
velopment for DSNWK. 

Classes range from health 
courses like hygiene, to practical 
ones like working with computers 
and entertainment in the form of 
dance. 

All individuals enrolled in the 
program are required to take Self- 
Advocacy, Health and Safety, and 
Sexual Abuse Prevention. 

Another popular program at 
DSNWK is Employment Con- 
nections, which helps individuals 
18 years and older to find jobs. 

Workers do every all kinds 


* Links to the Past 


‘Keep on Workin’ 


92-year-old Leona Kaspar recalls life on farm 


Zach Becker 
Editor 

Born, raised and having spent 
most of her life on a farm, the 
hard-work way of life is natural 
for 92-year-old Leona Kaspar. 

“That was my happiest days 
running them old tractors,” Kas- 
par said. 

Even when her late husband Joe 
once bought a new, fancier tractor 
for her with an enclosed, air-con- 
ditioned cab, Leona declined. 

“T said, ‘I don’t want nothing 
to do with it. I'll just take the old 
Nine.’ That was my tractor. It was 
slow and I could just lay my arm 
up. 

“That new one you was in the 


“It was scary. | was out there all by myself 
and didn’t even have a telephone even. | 
think | had the baby then. The dust was so 
bad.We had gauze diapers. We put the that 
gauze diaper over (the a cause i 


cab. Nuh-uh. I can’t stand that. I 
can’t handle that enclosed stuff. I 
said he could have it if he wanted 
It. 

“And oh he liked that. That air 
conditioning. 

“Not me; I don’t want it. Pl 
just stay out there and burn my 
face. Had a scarf over my head. 
You couldn’t put a hat on or a cap 
because it would blow off. You 
just had to take the sun. I had my 
face blistered a lot of times. That 
was my happiest days out in the 
field.” 

Early Life 

Kaspar, born Leona Allen in 
1915 in her parents’ rural home in 
Norton County, grew accustomed 
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those with disabilities 


of work ranging from janitorial 
work, to laundry, to lawn work. 

“We have individuals in a vari- 
ety of settings working full-time 
making full wages that anyone 
else would make,” Keil said. 

He also explained that DINWK 
workers do good work and often 
stay on the job for a long time, re- 
lieving employers of the strain of 
constantly rehiring and retraining 
new workers. 

With ongoing learning and 
jobs, many disabled individuals 
can live on their own with limited 
supervision, or in group homes 
with more intensive supervision 
under DSNWK’s Creative Living 
Program. 

Some of the daily services 
offered to individuals in this 

Continued on Page 8 


to hard work at an early age. 

“We (Kaspar and her 6 siblings) 
had to milk cows and get the eggs, 
things like that. We raised beans, 
sold by the wagon-loads,” Kaspar 
said. “We took the cream to town 
and bought the groceries. Eggs 
and cream bought all our grocer- 
ies. We never had to spend extra 
money. Of course, we raised our 
own hogs, beef, chickens, eggs. 
You know, we didn’t have to buy 
that. 

“T can remember when mom 
bought her first loaf of bread — 10 
cents a loaf. It’s kind of a mem- 


ory.” 
Daddy’s Girl 

Making bread was one of her 
mother’s specialties that her fa- 
ther most enjoyed. 

“My dad, he’d take a bite of 
food, he took a bite of bread,” 
Kaspar recalled of her father’s 
eating habits. “With every bite 
of food, he took a bite of bread. 
He was a bread eater and he was 
a little ole skinny guy, so it isn’t 
bread that makes you heavy. 

“Of course, he worked hard.” 

Kaspar and her siblings often 
helped their father move bails. 

“He’d always put some mon- 
ey under the last bail. He'd say, 
“You gotta work til you get that 
last bail.’ And of course we’d just 
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DSNWK’s College for Living program allows disabled in- 
dividuals to learn basic and work skills in a college-like 
environment. Students are given a choice of classes 
and classes are divided into semesters. 


work like the dickens to get that 
last bail, and there’d be a little 
money under there. So that was 
our surprise.” 

The Allen family 
church regularly. 

“We used to go to Norton — the 
Holy Rollers,” Kaspar said. “Dad, 
he’d get a kick out of that. Oh, 
they’d get down and roll and tum- 
ble. It’d get pretty wild. It was en- 
tertainment for him.” 

Make Your Own Fun 

School was also an important 
part of Kaspar’s early life. She 
attended a one-room country 
schoolhouse. 

“With eight grades, those teach- 
ers had to be pretty good to handle 
all that. We never missed a lesson 
everyday. I don’t know how they 
dunnit,” Kaspar said. “Of course, 
there wasn’t very many of us in 
a grade.” 

Back in those days, they didn’t 
even have playground equipment, 
so kids had to be more resource- 
ful to have fun. 

“You’d go outside and play ball 
or hide and seek — what kids will 
do,” she said. “Gotta make your 
own fun.” 

Classes Cancelled 

The weather cut Kaspar’s school 
career short, though. The 2 4 mile 
horseback ride between Norton 


attended 


Leona Kaspar, 92, is a 
resident of Alterra Sterling 
House in Hays. She grew 
up in rural Kansas. 


and Edmond High School proved 
too much hassle in winter. 

“The first blizzard come, I said, 
‘That’s it! I’m not riding that 
horse anymore,” Kaspar said. 
“So I quit. Didn’t like school any- 
how. I just stayed dumb.” 

Rural Life 

Modern conveniences for Kas- 
par growing up were few to none. 
They didn’t have electricity or 
running water. They did, though, 
have a bathtub. 

“We was a little better than 
some,” she said. “We had a warsh- 
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* Sports Commentary 


Things heating up at MLB mid-point 


Tim Herman 
Sports Writer 

With the first half of the Major 
League Baseball season over, the 
American League has a boost of 
confidence going into the second 
half after defeating the National 
League in the All-Star Game. 

The first half was full of sur- 
prises that not many would have 
predicted, including an unlikely 
loser and an unlikely winner. 

10 or bust 

After winning nine straight divi- 
sion titles, the New York Yankees 
have found themselves struggling 
to keep up with the red hot Red 
Sox in the east. 

Entering the second half of play 
a whopping ten games behind 
Boston in the American League 
East, the Yankees have dealt with 
many injuries that have put a dent 
in their team. 

Opening day starter, Carl Pava- 
no went on the disabled list with a 
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season ending injury early in the 
year. 

Their number two and three 
starters also went on the disabled 
list early in the season and are 
now trying to make up for their 
lost time. 

As a matter of fact, it seems the 
only good news for New York 
this year is Alex Rodriguez, who 
is leading the American League 
in several categories including 
homeruns and RBI’s. 

A-Rod has shut up the critics 
who believed he would be traded 
early in the season. However, Ro- 
driguez has announced he will 
not discuss a contract extension 
with the Yankees until the season 
is ended. 

But with the controversy, in- 
juries and the Red Sox running 
away with the AL East, it is very 
unlikely the Yankees will win 
their tenth straight division this 
year. 


Large Decorative Coskies 
Gourmet Growuces 


Hooray Beer 

The Milwaukee Brewers were a 
very unlikely candidate to win the 
National League Central Division 
at the beginning of the year. 

However, some young and fresh 
talent has made them a major con- 
tender in the NL this year. Sport- 
ing names such as Prince Fielder, 
JJ Hardy, and Ben Sheets; Mil- 
waukee is attempting to win their 
first division title since 1982. 

Leading the Cubs by a modest 
four games, Milwaukee has had a 
lot to cheer about this season. 

Prince Fielder is currently lead- 
ing the NL in homeruns and RBI’s 
and recently made an appear- 
ance in the Century 21 Homerun 
Derby. Francisco Cordero is on 
pace to winning a Rolaids Re- 
lief Award (most saves) and Ben 
Sheets has been “the ace” for the 
Brewers this year, leading the 
team in wins. 

The question on everyone’s 


mind however, is how exactly 
the Brewers turned their fortune 
around after finishing the season 
under .500, nine of the past ten 
years. Look for the Brewers to be 
a playoff team, and be a contender 
for the pennant. 
Tim’s First Half Awards 

These are my winners of major 
MLB awards for the first half of 
the season 

AL Most Valuable Player- 

Alex Rodriguez, 3B, New York 
Yankees 

31 HR’s, 87 RBI’s, .317 BA 

NL Most Valuable Player 

Prince Fielder, 1B, Milwaukee 
Brewers 

29 HR’s, 70 RBI’s, .286 BA 

AL Cy Young 

Dan Haren, Oakland Athletics 

10 wins, 2.30 ERA, 110 K’s 

NL Cy Young 

Jake Peavy, San Diego Padres 

9 wins, 2.19 ERA, 125 K’s 

Rookie of the Year Award 


AL- Dustin Pedroia, Boston 
Red Sox 

NL- Hunter Pence, Houston 
Astros 

Comeback Player of the Year 
Award 

AL- Roger Clemens, New York 
Yankees 

NL- Ken Griffey Jr, Cincinnati 
Reds 

Look for many surprises in the 
second half of the MLB season as 
it gets closer to October. 

With the trade deadline ap- 
proaching, look for many players 
to change teams. 

We never know what is going to 
happen and that is what is so great 
about baseball. Struggling Yan- 
kees, Red Hot Red Sox, Brewers 
leading the division, who knows 
what will happen next? 

Just keep your eyes open so you 
do not miss any of the second half 
MLB action. 


Always wanted to write for a newspaper, 
but never got the opportunity? 


Ever dream of having a comic strip published? 


Gift Caskets 
1305 Main Street, Hays 
M-F: 7 a.m-3 p.m. 785-621 -BAKE 
Sat.: 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. augustinesbakery.com 
Be sure to order early! 
Wedding Cakees — raiver smitibte 


MAKING YOUR SPECIAL DAY 
TASTE THAT MUCH BETTER. 


ZiIMMERMAN’S PLUMBING 
HEATING & AIR COND., INC. 


YEAR-ROUND COMFORT 
EM? 


FROM RHE 
AGY 


718 E. 7th - Hays, KS 67601 - (785) 628-8533 


Would you like to show off your 
photography skills to a large audience? 


Volunteer and become a contributor 
for your community newspaper. 
No experience necessary. 


Join The Edge 


Email us at edgenewspaper@gmail.com 


Bus. (620) 792-5336 
Fax (620) 792-6921 


BRADLEY J. BECKER 
Certified Public Accountant 


2119 Highway 281 Bypass 
Great Bend, Kansas 67530 


July 19, 2007 


Page 3 


Experiment shows lack of helping in Hays 


She lay dying on the floor from 
a stab wound, but instead of help- 
ing, five other customers in a 
Wichita convenience store mere- 
ly walked over the top of her and 
continued shopping. 

Shockingly, security tapes did 
show that one customer stopped, 
but just to take a picture with a 
cell-phone of that dying 27-year- 
old mother of three. 

It took two minutes before any- 
one called 911 and LaShanda Cal- 
loway died later at the hospital. 

How could anyone be so cal- 
lous? What kind of cruel world do 
we live in where people can have 
such disregard for an innocent 
human life? What kind of person 
stops to take a picture of a dying 
woman instead of helping her? 

Looking at this story in a broad- 
er sense brings us to the topic of 
helping. I think most of us would 
like to think we’d help another 
person in need. It sounds good in 
theory, but is it actually true? 

During the spring semester, I 
actually conducted an experiment 


* Freedom? 


Healt 


We are told over and over again 
about the great freedoms in this 
country, and the lengths our he- 
roic young men go to keep them. 

It’s a nice sentiment that has 
won the hearts of millions for 
over 200 years. 

A recent trip to the dentist has 
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in helping behavior here in Hays 
as part of a psychology class. 

My partner-in-research, Chance 
Roberts, and I set up a field ex- 
periment at The Mall in Hays. 

In The Mall parking lot, we 
created the scenario of a broken- 
down car with its hood up with 
a 20-year-old female standing 
beside it, looking forlorn and in 
need of assistance. 

As she waited next to the bro- 
ken-down car, we recorded how 
many people just walked or drove 
by (and obviously saw her), 
and how many people actually 
stopped and offered assistance. 

We conducted the scenario sev- 
eral times and altered her clothing 


type for each trial. These clothing 
types included: jeans and a t-shirt, 
cowgirl attire, hobo (tattered) at- 
tire, prep attire and punk attire. 

Results on helping varied slight- 
ly between the different cloth- 
ing types. (My advice: if you are 
broken down in Hays, try to look 
worn down like a hobo. Don’t ex- 
pect to be helped if you dress like 
a punk.) 

However, most staggering were 
the overall results for all trials. 

Out of the 308 people who we 
observed in that parking lot, only 
34 stopped to help. 

Yes, only 12 percent took time 
out to offer assistance. The rest 
walked right on past (and some 
did so several times). 

In fact, it was interesting just to 
observe the different ways some 
people avoided helping. Some 
pretended to be on a cell phone 
or conveniently styling their hair. 
Others deliberately walked on the 
opposite side of the parking lot, 
dodging behind parked cars. Still 
others’ attention seemed mysteri- 


Overall Helping 
Statistics 


Broken down car at 


ously drawn to vehicles (or maybe 
clouds?) on the other side of the 
parking lot. One common theme 
seemed to be a concerted effort 
not to make eye contact with the 
female in need. 

While our parking lot scenario 
wasn’t life-or-death, the results 
still pointed to the same overall 
problem as seen in the tragic cir- 
cumstances surrounding Ms. Cal- 
loway; sometimes, people seem 
put off by someone in need. 

Sometimes it is easy to get ina 
hurry or just not want the hassle 
and just walk on by when I see 
someone broken down or oth- 
erwise in need. Since I started 


researching for this experiment, 
I’ve caught myself quite a few 
times not wanting to help another 
person obviously in need. It takes 
time. It takes effort. And I guess 
that is why I sometimes just feel 
like walking past. Even though 
I’m not proud of it, sometimes I 
still don’t help. 

But other times I stop and think. 
I know if I was the other person, 
I'd appreciate help. So I stop, 
even if it is a hassle. 

But what about Ms. Calloway? 
What about those fellow shoppers 
— fellow humans — who literally 
walked over her and continued 
shopping? 

I have no idea. It seems beyond 
belief. 

There is a major difference 
between not stopping to help a 
stranded motorist and not stop- 
ping to help a stabbing victim. 

But at some basic level in both 
instances there is a choice: to help 
or not to help. 

Think about that next time you 
see someone in need. 


insurance needs reform 


suggested to me that, as Bill Ma- 
her says, this country has more 
freedom than most, but it’s cer- 
tainly not free. 

The need to be well is at the 
base of Abraham Maslow’s Hier- 
archy of Needs. 

In other words, beyond those 
necessary bodily functions, noth- 
ing is more important to the hu- 
man than health. 

You cannot be your best if you 
are sick. 

This is why our medical profes- 
sionals must endure such strenu- 
ous educations, and the pharma- 
ceutical industry, with its promise 
of the easy fix, has exploded in 
the last decade. 

But doctors and pill pushers are 
not alone in this race to self-ac- 
tualization. Enter the insurance 
company. 

In theory, insurance is a mecha- 
nism by which the average man 
can survive the worst-case sce- 
nario. 

By putting in a little every so 
often, the worker can rest easy in 
the face of potential illness or ac- 
cident. 

In reality, insurance has become 


Staff Editorial 


a monster that has robbed Ameri- 
cans of their money, and when 
they really need it, health care. 

In my case, I had some filling 
work done at the dentist. I was 
under the impression, based on 
the experiences of coworkers, that 
my insurance company would pay 
most of the bill, even though this 
dentist was not a provider. 

When I received the insurance 
check for a mere 55 percent of 
the bill, I called Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield to find out why they paid 
so little. 

I was informed that they penal- 
ized me 20 percent of the covered 
rate for not seeing a BCBS pro- 
viding dentist. 

In other words, my insurance 
company, via essentially a fine, is 
trying to pick my health care pro- 
vider for me. 

Why can’t my dentist just be- 
come a provider and make it 
easier? 

Because, unlike our politicians 
who sell out for a buck, dentists 
have principles! 

By becoming a provider, medi- 
cal professionals are then at the 
mercy of the insurance company. 


Mike-Goufson 
Features*Editor 


One company might be tolerable, 
but imagine 30 companies breath- 
ing down your neck. 

I can tell you, one rip-off artist 
is enough for me. 

Michael Moore, who’s recently- 
released documentary Sicko dis- 
cusses the American health care 
system, was recently a guest on 
Jon Stewart’s The Daily Show. 

The two discussed how the 
American system basically works: 
an ill patient goes to the doctor, a 
highly trained professional who 
decides an operation is necessary. 

Before he can operate, however, 
he must call a man in a cubicle 
to have the procedure approved. 
This would be an okay, albeit in- 
efficient system, Stewart pointed 
out, if the man in the cubicle had 
the interest of the premium pay- 


ing patient at heart. 

Instead, his job is to save the 
company as much money as pos- 
sible, often resulting in denied 
coverage or unpaid claims. 

The patient ends up paying high 
bills on top of high premiums. 
The doctor may lose business. 
The insurance company laughs 
all the way to the bank. 

With no clear and easy solution, 
we hesitate to change. 

Change, though, is the only vi- 
able option. “Socialism” has be- 
come a bad word, but just think 
how inefficient this system really 
is. 
I could have paid my bill with 
ease had my premiums went into 
a special personal account for 
medical purposes, or dare I say, 
the federal government, the re- 
cipient of my taxes, which could 
also be used for health care. 

Erasing the for-profit middle- 
man seems so easy. The patient 
gets help and the doctor gets paid. 
Everytime. 

We just have to convince our 
lawmakers, who unfortunately 
for all of us, love that lobbyist 
money. 


Retailers should advertise tax-included price 


Few things can be quite as frus- 
trating as getting ready to pay at 
a retail or grocery establishment 
and finding yourself a few dollars 
short. 

Mentally adding up the total for 
multiple items to purchase to stay 
under budget is hard enough, but 
even the most accurate amongst 
us often forget to or have trouble 
figuring up the local and state 
sales tax on the order. 

While that nifty umbrella or 
other such item might be adver- 
tised at only $12.99, that’s not re- 
ally the final cost to the consumer. 
And if you forget about the tax, 


you may have to scramble out to 
the car to get some more mon- 
ey. Or more frustrating yet, you 
might have to miss out on the deal 
altogether. 

It is obvious why retailers do 
not advertise the price with sales 
tax included. Even if one retailer 
was noble enough to try quoting 
the honest-to-goodness final cost 
to the consumer, surely their com- 
petitors would not and it would 
make the tax-included-retailer’s 
price look quite a bit higher, even 
on equally priced goods. 

That is why the local govern- 
ment should step in and require 


all local retailers to quote each 
product’s price with sales includ- 
ed on the in-store tags so consum- 
ers can figure a total amount prior 
to purchase. 

That is not to say retailers can’t 
also quote the pre-tax price, but 
they should be required by law to 
visibly show the final price of a 
good with tax included. 

This move would beneficial to 
shoppers, as they would have an 
easier time figuring up the final 
ring total prior to the purchase 
and eliminate some accidental 
checkout-budget over-runs. 

For retailers, it could save time 


and thus money with fewer con- 
sumers coming up short on cash 
at the last minute. 

Since all retailers would be re- 
quired to show the tax-included 
price, they would all be in the 
same boat, and no store would 
artificially appear to have higher 
prices than another. 

In summary, this plan would 
help eliminate some consumer 
confusion and would have mini- 
mal, and perhaps positive, effects 
for local retailers. 

It is a win-win situation. 

Tell your local officials you 
want to see it happen. 


Wild West Fest 


Photos by Brandon Worf, Stacy Cochran, 

Mike Courson, and Zach Becker 

Local residents, along with numerous visitors, came to Hays to 

enjoy the Wild West Fest held downtown from July 4-July 8. Be- 

sides an assortment of carnival rides, the event featured numerous e777 
performers such as Keith Anderson, upper right. Since the event Fi), 
started on Independence Day, residents also were treated to a ‘4 Hh 


large firework display, while also lighting their own fireworks. { 


GS 
SS 
\ yA 


Page 6 


Mike Courson 
Features Editor 

While A Bride’s World in Cen- 
tennial Mall is home to the larg- 
est selection of wedding gowns in 
Western Kansas, a variety of ac- 
cessories and services makes the 
store a one-stop shopping center 
for a bride’s every need. 

JoAnn Berens opened A Bride’s 
World 21 years ago. 

“T had silk flowers in my home, 
and designed them for weddings,” 
she said. “In order to get them out 
of my home, I had to open some- 
thing much larger.” 

The original shop was a 1,500 


Features 
A Bride’s World offers dress selection 


square-foot building at North 
Ridge Plaza. Berens expanded the 
business to 3,000 square-feet by 
moving to Centennial Mall six- 
teen years ago and has been there 
since. 

Wedding gowns are the main 
attraction at A Bride’s World, but 
shoppers will also find wedding 
accessories, dresses for brides- 
maids and flower girls, and invi- 
tations. 

And the service does not end 
there. The staff at A Bride’s World 
can also set up and run your re- 
ception. 

“We set up the reception one 


Kaspar recalls 


Continued from Page 1 
tub to take baths in; didn’t have 
to curl around in that tub — we got 
one that was really shaped like a 
bathtub. We was in high heaven. 
That was pretty nice. At least you 
could sit down in it.” 
Stinky Agnus 

Personal hygiene wasn’t quite 
up to today’s standards, though. 

“You didn’t get a bath everyday 
either back then,” Kaspar said. 
“Maybe once a week and that was 
it.” 

Deodorant didn’t exist in those 
days, and some of Kaspar’s peers 
never did embrace such newfan- 
gled things. 

“We had a neighbor (later in 
life) and she’d put her arms up 
and man, you couldn’t hardly 
stand it,” she said. “And she was 
all the times putting her arms on 
the back of her head. 

“She was Stinky Agnus. You 
couldn’t find a better woman 
on earth than her, but she just 
wouldn’t use the deodorant. She 
said she couldn’t stand the use of 
it. I think it was in her head.” 

With modern civilization far 
away, even catastrophic events 
like the stock market crash of 
1929 had little effect on Kaspar 
and her family growing up. 

Big Crash and Big Dates 

While she does recall the towns- 
folk talking about it, her family, 
“probably didn’t have any money, 
anyhow.” 

While they still rode horses, the 
family did own a sedan she re- 
called her father buying in 1929. 

“My brother drove the heck out 
of it,” she said. “He took it on 
dates.” 

Kaspar wasn’t extremely active 
on the dating scene. 

“T had two or three steadies— 
one was a neighbor. Always said 
he had horse teeth — big teeth in 
front. 

“We’d go to Norton to a picture 


show, or sometimes to Lenora to 
a jubilee.” 

Other dating activities included 
card games or dances. In fact, 
Kaspar would meet her future 
husband of 58 years at one such 
dance. 

“We met at a dance hall,” Kas- 
par said. “My sister met one of 
his friends. She kind of went with 
him. I was in the car with them 
and I had to sit on his lap. And I 
heard he was kind of ornery, you 
know, and kind of wild. And I was 
scared. I wasn’t going to act like I 
cared about him.” 

The couple married in 1934 and 
moved to a farm in Decatur, not 
far from Norton. 

Dustbowl 

Kaspar recalls the dustbowl 
blowing in about that same time. 

“T was so scared,” she said. “I 
remember being outside and see- 
ing this big ole thing coming up 
from the west. But I didn’t know 
what it was. 

“Tt was dark. And when it hit, it 
just made the house dark. But it 
was a dust storm. Where it come 
from, I don’t know. I guess Colo- 
rado. 

“Tt was scary. I was out there all 
by myself and didn’t even have a 
telephone even. I think I had the 
baby then. The dust was so bad. 

“We had gauze diapers. We 
put the that gauze diaper over 
(the baby) cause it was thin and 
she could breathe. But her little 
face would just be dark with that 
dust.” 

Leona and Joe parented six chil- 
dren on that Decatur farm. 

Electricity 

Even as the country modernized 
after World War II, the Kaspars 
lived without electricity and in- 
door plumbing until 1948, when 
Norton Electric came to town. 

“Boy was we happy. It sure 
made a difference. You didn’t 
have to have lamps,” Kaspar said, 


day,” said Berens, “and we are 
there the next day to serve the 
punch or whatever they need 
done.” 

For the younger crowd, the store 
also offers a selection of Prom 
and Communion dresses and ac- 
cessories. 

A Bride’s World is located at 
2514 Vine Street in the Centen- 
nial Mall. 

Business hours are daily from 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on Saturdays. 

They are closed on Sundays 
during the summer, but are usu- 
ally open the rest of the year. 


noting that she always feared the 
risk of fire when they left the chil- 
dren unattended while working 
the fields. “I was always afraid 
they’d get ahold of the table cloth 
and pull the lamp off the table and 
set the house on fire. 

“You could think about every- 
thing when you was outside there 
working, but it didn’t happen.” 

The Accident 

While the kids didn’t burn down 
the house, Joe had a farm accident 
that twisted Leona’s life around. 

“The day Joe got hurt,” Kas- 
par said, instantly recalling the 
exact date of the accident, Dec. 
19, 1942, “a zerk (grease fitting) 
caught his pantleg— started roll- 
ing his clothes off of him. I was in 
the wagon that was picking corn 
and that zerk was on the tractor. 

“(By the) time I could get off of 
that wagon, I was scared. I could 
see it when it was happening, you 
know. We had the three little girls 
out in the field in the car with 
blankets around them. I thought 
I'd never get out of that wagon; 
get down there where he was at.” 

Leona quickly ran to the car and 
pulled it up next to Joe, where she 
helped load him into the car and 
wrapped a blanket around him be- 
fore rushing him into town. 

“T didn’t know I was driving 
fast,’ Kaspar said. “Some of 
them said they seen me driving 
into town. They said, ‘Who was 
in such a hurry?’” 

They arrived at the drug store 
and got help loading Joe onto an 
exam table. 

“(The doctor) said you gotta get 
some underwear or something for 
him, because he didn’t have any 
clothes,” Kaspar said. “Somebody 
went up to the dry goods store and 
got him some long-legged under- 
wear. So they put them on him, 
and they said, well, you better get 
the ambulance, cause they were 
going to send him somewhere.” 
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A Bride’s World is located inside Centennial Mall in Hays 
and offers a broad selection of wedding dresses. 


husband's farm injury 


The ambulance rushed Joe, 
along with Leona, to the Norton 
hospital. Leona spent that freez- 
ing December night lying on the 
cold floor, with only her coat for 
warmth. The hospital didn’t even 
offer her a blanket, she said. 

Recovery 

Kaspar’s parents tended to the 
children while Leona was given a 
bed and allowed to stay in Joe’s 
hospital room to help him recov- 
er. 

“T couldn’t go home,” Kaspar 
said. “He just had a fit — cried, 
“You don’t know how lonesome 
it is in here.’” 

While Joe did recover, his arm 
was never the same. 

“That hand was always like 
this,’ Kaspar said, making a 
grasping motion. “Never could 
straighten it. His wrist was cut to 
the bone. His shoulder was broke. 
His fingers, never could straight- 
en em. And he didn’t have any 
feeling. 

“Tt get cold, he’d put it up there, 
on the exhaust or something on 
the tractor and he’d burn it, be- 
cause he didn’t feel. He’d have 
a big ole blister. He learned that 
you just don’t do that.” 

Drifters 

With her husband at least tem- 
porarily out of commission, they 
tried to find hired help, but good 
workers were difficult to come by 
during World War II. 

“Harvest time, there’d be drift- 
ers come by,” Kaspar said. “Some 
of em was terrible. I had one old 
man, I was scared to death of him. 
Neighbors had him help shock 
feed. He was a worker, but he was 
scary. We had a club. We was go- 
ing to hit him on the head if he 
tried anything. 

“When he’d eat chicken, he’d 
eat the bones and all. He did. He 
just put it all in his mouth. God, he 
was weird. I’d hate to go through 
those times again.” 


Working on the Farm 

With limited help available, 
Kaspar learned many of the farm 
duties, which she continued to do 
even after Joe’s recovery. 

“T never even drove a car when 
we got married,” Kaspar said. 
“Had to learn everything.” 

Kaspar persevered through 
those hard times the only way she 
knew how; with hard work. 

The Loss 

The couple lived on their De- 
catur farm for many, many years 
before Joe fell ill in 1991 and 
died shortly thereafter. Even over 
15 years later, the loss still stings 
Leona greatly. 

“T’ve been alone ever since and 
I don’t think they’ll be another 
one,” she said. 

Moving to Hays 

After Joe’s death, Leona sold 
the farm and moved into a home 
in Hays. 

After a serious fall that frac- 
tured her backbone, she relocated 
to Alterra Sterling House in Hays, 
an assisted living facility, where 
she’s been living for the past six 
years. 

Sitting in the quiet facility, Le- 
ona recalls the fate of her grand- 
mother on her father’s side. 

“Nobody wanted to keep her,” 
Kaspar said. “Two of the uncles 
got together and turned her in that 
she was insane. They took her 
down to a place in Kansas City. 

“We went there to see her. She 
wasn’t insane. We used to write to 
her. She’d write the nicest letters. 
They didn’t want to keep her and 
that’s too bad. I might be in the 
same boat, who knows?” 

But Kaspar has pride in the 
fact that, even after six years of 
expensive care, she is still living 
off her own money that she and 
her husband earned from years of 
hard work on the farm. 

And her advice to younger gen- 
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erations; “Just keep workin’. 
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Driving Drunk Is Bad! 


Call (785) 621 - 2580 for a ride and avoid the risk 
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Presidential Word Search * 0 0 eee eee 
Word Bank TAMWFVMADISONDCUCO 

LRYS KEFJOQGGNERUBNAVYV 

Adams Grant Nixon Xx DU L ROE DNI LANA REFCE 
Arthur Harding Pierce LINCOLN RKODFPWHN OAR 
Buchanan Harrison Polk LN DMAW A © oa oD NOT. ON RE 
Bush Hayes Reagan CGUELXKZNOTJMOLXWTS 
Carter Hoover Roosevelt ALYCLEVELANDISTITEA 
Cleveland Jackson Taft a ee oe 
Clinton Jefferson Taylor Ce te ea 
Coolidge Johnson Truman eee SKCAIDXBTNAJT 
Eisenhower Kennedy Tyler JGCAARSNRLMCTYRRVRI 
Fillmore Lincoln VanBuren YRFDMLESDOTYAOUJTOS 
Ford Madison Washington CYTAEFIJYVBPLEVMNEF 
Franklin McKinley Wilson CRDAPWXQAQREAGANRN 
Garfield Monroe FAXEJZUDUHCROQCNKOJ 


Sudoku 


Across 
: Home of the world's largest ball of twine;___— City (6) 
6. Ad Astra Per (6) 
de Buster ; Silent film comedian from Piqua, Kansas (6) 


8. State fish (7) 

11. Fat Actress; native of Wichita (5) 

12, City where Pizza Hut was founded (7) 

3, Home on the (5) 

2), State amphibian (10) 

pale Spanish explorer to first reach Kansas (8) 

225 Ran for president in 1996 (4) 

23. Location of the "Garden of Eden" (5) 

24. Major Kansas crop (5) 

25: Only Kansas county named after a female (6) 


i; Abilene native and 34th president (10) 
2: Home of Prairie Dog State Park (6) 

3. St. Nick; First word of a famous trail (5) 
5 
8 


State insect (8) 


: State tree (10) 
a Word to describe Kansas landscape (4) 
10. | Home of Sternberg Museum (4) 
14. State bird (10) 


13, “Get the heck out of ball (5) 

16. Home of the Kansas Barbed Wire Museum (8) 

17. Inventor of basketball; coached at KU (8) 

18. River which is pronounced differently in Kansas (8) 

19. Kansas native and first woman to fly solo over Atlantic (7) 


20, Mineral which is mined in Hutchinson (4) 


EclipseCrossword.com 
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Continued from Page 1 
program include teaching and 
support in daily living skills, fi- 
nances, transportation, problem 
solving and entertainment. 
Beyond the daily support, adults 
in the Creative Living Program 
live basically normal lives, in- 
cluding paying their own rent. 
DSNWK is funded through a 
variety of means, including mon- 
ies from the state and federal 
governments, as well as from the 
county governments from the 18 
counties served. 
DSNWK also receives grants 
and accepts private donations. 
Though most of DSNWK’s pro- 


grams are adult-oriented, they do 
offer services to disabled children 
and their families. 

The Kid Link program focuses 
on early intervention between 
birth and two years of age. 

The Kid Link program is free to 
families with children who have 
been diagnosed with a disability 
or are delayed in development. 

There are also services for older 
youth including support and edu- 
cation, as well as transportation, 
case management and Respite 
Care. 

Anyone interested in the servic- 
es provided by DSNWK can con- 
tact the funding manager at the 


administrative office. Individuals 
go through a service initiation 
process and are assessed. 

“A lot goes into assessment of 
disability,” said Keil, “and the in- 
dividual often goes on a waiting 
list.” 

The waiting list, Keil explained, 
is a necessity because there is not 
enough funding to serve everyone 
who wants services right away. 

Keil is proud that the organiza- 
tion is celebrating its 40 years of 
helping the disabled fulfill their 
dreams. 

“We’ve always believed that in- 
dividuals have the potential to be 
more independent,” he said. 


Courtesy Photo 
Linda Wildeman works in DSNWK’s Employment Con- 
nections program. 
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